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President, and Ladies and Gentlemen: On the 13th of May, A. D., 1673, James Marquette and Louis Joliette, under
the direction of the French authorities of Canada, started from the Straits of Mackinaw, in their frail bark
canoes, with five boatmen, to find out and explore the great river lying to the west of them, of which they had
heard marvelous accounts from the Indians about Lake Michigan. From the southern extremity of Green Bay
they ascended the Fox river, and thence carried their boats and provisions across to the Wisconsin. Descending
that stream, they reached the Mississippi on the 17th of June, and entered its majestic current, realizing a joy,
wrote Marquette, that they could not express. Rapidly and easily they swept down to the solitudes below, and
viewed on their journey the bold bluffs and beautiful meadows on the western bank of the stream, now
revealed for the first time to the eyes of the white man. This was the discovery of lowa. By right of discovery,
France claimed jurisdiction over the country thus visited, until 1763, when she ceded it to Spain. Spain ceded her
possession in the Valley of the Mississippi back to France in 1801. By treaty, signed on the 30th of April, 1803, the
First Consul of the French Republic ceded these possessions to the United States. At this date the greater portion
of the country afterwards constituting lowa, was in the possession of the confederated tribes of Sac and Fox
Indians. The first occupation under claim of title, by a white man, of any portion of lowa soil, was by...
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