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illustrated. 1882 Excerpt: . . . but he who attains to eminence in any of these fields is almost sure to make an
utter failure in his own. It is true that now and then some transcendant genius is at the same time a great
physician and eminent scientist in. other departments; but this is indeed a rare exception. The late Sir James
Simpson was at the same time the foremost physician of his day and the greatest archaeologist in Scotland.
Such an example should not tempt you to pass the bounds set to your powers, for Simpson, always working at
the highest pressure, devoted to other pursuits the time which should have been given to needful rest, and paid
the penalty in an early death in the midst of his usefulness. It is necessary that the physician should possess
mental industry, habits of study, thorough knowledge of his own tongue, and a sufficient knowledge of Latin
and Greek to enable him to comprehend the technicalities of his science. It is desirable that he should be able to
read with ease not only the English language, but French and German, that he may be able to keep abreast
with the advances of his science in France and Germany. He should also possess a knowledge of chemistry and
physics; and surely, with a field such as this, he ought to be able to satisfy the demands of the most advanced
advocate for higher culture, and also his own ambition. | hold that such...
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