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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : National Park Service, Social Science Program, 1997 OCLC Number:
(0OCoL()55128470 Subject: Social sciences -- Research -- West Virginia. Excerpt: ... 8. .. to conserve the scenery
and the natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in
such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations ( 16 U.
S. C. sec. 1). Social science research is clearly mandated by the NPS mission statement, as it is a necessary tool
for protecting resources and providing for enjoyment. The HFC needs social science research to insure that the
products that are designed and produced help to protect resources and provide for enjoyment. In the Historic
Sites Act of 1935, Congress declared that it is a national policy to preserve for public use historic sites, buildings
and objects of national significance for the inspiration and benefit of the people of the United States ( 16 U. S. C.
sec. 461 ). The HFC is responsible for preservation work on historic fur-nishings and museum objects, as well as
the production of interpretive media that help communicate their significance to visitors. Social science
research is needed by the HFC to fulfill this mandate. For example, studies of exhibit effectiveness are needed to
assess the extent to which visitors understand the significance of historic furnishings and buildings. In 1972,
Activity Standards were developed for the NPS. A mandate for HFC social science research emerges from the
standards for printing, publications, exhibits, films and audiovi-sual media. In establishing the standards for
information folders, the agency stated that the materials would be provided in...
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