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THE CULT OF PYTHAGORAS: MATH AND MYTHS

University of Pittsburgh Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 288 pages. Dimensions: 9.1in. x
5.7in. x 0.9in.In this follow-up to his popular Science Secrets, Alberto A. Martnez discusses various popular myths
from the history of mathematics: that Pythagoras proved the hypotenuse theorem, that Archimedes figured out
how to test the purity of a gold crown while he was in a bathtub, that the Golden Ratio is in nature and ancient
architecture, that the young Galois created group theory the night before the pistol duel that killed him, and
more. Some stories are partly true, others are entirely false, but all show the power of invention in history.
Pythagoras emerges as a symbol of the urge to conjecture and fill in the gaps of history. He has been credited
with fundamental discoveries in mathematics and the sciences, yet there is nearly no evidence that he really
contributed anything to such fields at all. This book asks: how does history change when we subtract the many
small exaggerations and interpolations that writers have added for over two thousand yearsThe Cult of
Pythagoras is also about invention in a positive sense. Most people view mathematical breakthroughs as
discoveries rather than invention or creativity, believing that mathematics describes a realm of eternal ideas.
But mathematicians have disagreed about what is possible and impossible, about what counts as a proof, and
even about the results of certain operations. Was there ever invention in the history of concepts such as zero,
negative numbers, imaginary numbers, quaternions, infinity, and infinitesimalsMartnez inspects a wealth of
primary sources, in several languages, over a span of many centuries. By exploring disagreements and
ambiguities in the history of the elements of mathematics, The Cult of Pythagoras dispels myths that obscure
the actual origins of mathematical concepts. Martnez argues that an accurate...
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History of the Town of Sutton Massachusetts from 1704 to 1876

Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. annotated edition. 229 x
152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This version of the
History of the Town of Sutton Massachusetts...
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The Well-Trained Mind: A Guide to Classical Education at Home (Hardback)

WW Norton Co, United States, 2016. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 4th Revised edition. 244
x 165 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. The Well-Trained Mind will instruct you, step
by step, on how to...
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Pursuit of a Woman on the Hinge of History

Brookline Books/Lumen Editions. PAPERBACK. Book Condition: New. 1571290451 12+ Year
Old paperback book-Never Read-may have light shelf or handling wear-has a price sticker or
price written inside front or back cover-publishers mark-Good Copy- I ship...

Download Book »

After Such Knowledge: Memory, History, and the Legacy of the Holocaust
PublicAffairs. PAPERBACK. Book Condition: New. 1586483048 12+ Year Old paperback book-
Never Read-may have light shelf or handling wear-has a price sticker or price written inside
front or back cover-publishers mark-Good Copy- I ship FAST with...
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Two Treatises: The Pearle of the Gospell, and the Pilgrims Profession to Which
Is Added a Glasse for Gentlewomen to Dresse Themselues By. by Thomas Taylor
Preacher of Gods Word to the Towne of Reding. (1624-1625)

Proquest, Eebo Editions, United States, 2010. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.EARLY HISTORY OF
RELIGION. Imagine holding history in your hands. Now...
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