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indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 Excerpt: .prices on these two classes of business. These companies also show the
average price received for all coal of each grade and size sold. Company No. 12 also kept its records in such
shape that the actual average price for each grade and size could be secured, and these figures are shown in
addition to the typical prices for the diEerent classes of business. It will be seen that the column for household
sales is the only one that is filled out for all companies.1 Blanks in the other columns do not necessarily mean
that a company sold only to the household trade, but mean that the Commission did not secure typical prices
for these classes, either because they were relatively unimportant in the case of these dealers or were covered in
other classifications. Margins as shown in these tables were computed by subtracting the cost of the coal at the
yard from the typical sale prices, or weighted average sales prices shown in the table. For company No. 12 the
Commission has the actual margin received during this period, which ranged from 99 cents on broken coal for
October to $3.22 on nut coal in December. With the exception of the broken for September and October the
margins for this company are all very high. While very few of the retailers interviewed had definite ideas as to
what their normal gross margin amounted to, the estimates ranged from $1.40 per ton for companies No. 1...
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