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and technical assistance The committee bill changes the training and technical assistance set-aside from at
least two percent in current law to two per-cent and directs that half of those funds be sent directly to local
grantees so that programs have a reliable source of funding for training and technical assistance activities. The
remaining 50 per-cent spent by the Secretary provides the Secretary adequate flexi-bility to conduct
appropriate Federal training and technical assist-ance to help individual programs meet the Head Start quality
standards. The committee bill allows training and technical assistance funds to support a regional or State
system of early childhood education training and technical assistance. The committee encourages the
Secretary to include in its regional system, assistance for the Mi-grant Seasonal Head Start program and the
American Indian Alas-ka Native programs. The committee encourages the Secretary to provide the training
and technical assistance for these two pro-grams through National awards by contractors with knowledge of,
and experience in, working with the populations served by these programs. The committee bill also restricts the
use of training and technical assistance funds for travel expenditures associated with attending conferences
when similar training and technical assistance is avail-able locally. It is the committees view that occasional
travel to con-ferences and events may be necessary but only as such conferences relate to the overall
effectiveness and quality of Head Start pro-grams and outcomes. Excessive travel to Head Start conferences
and events, especially those outside the continental United States, is generally...
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