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New Book. The Counter-Terrorism and Security Act (February 2015) makes it compulsory for schools to
implement anti-radicalisation measures to help prevent young people from being drawn into terrorism. As the
increasingly frequent press stories of school children being radicalised show, teachers urgently need a resource
that enables them to recognise, debate and disrupt extremist narratives within the context of the classroom.
This practical handbook provides a reliable and objective resource to enable lower secondary school teachers
to tackle the complex subjects of terrorism and radicalisation with confidence. It sets political violence within a
broad context of perceived injustice, using familiar emotions of anger and disappointment to introduce the
notion of grievance, a precursor of all forms of terrorism. The text covers issues of citizenship, human rights
and respect, civil and political engagement, the nature of identity and how we identify with others. It examines
different forms of violence from bullying to the most recent examples of 21st century terrorism. Historical
precedent is used to illustrate a variety of contexts in which political violence has occurred, from Assassins
through Suffragettes to militancy in South Africa, Europe, the Middle East and Oceania. The handbook
considers the causes and consequences of terrorism and helps teachers to explain to children what terrorists do
and why they do it; how to differentiate between the reasons, goals and methods of terrorists; why the media
and terrorism are inextricably linked; what makes terrorism start and, crucially, what factors bring a cycle of
terrorism to an end. Pupils are invited to reflect on the destructiveness of terrorism for both victims and
aggressors and, taking Northern Ireland and South Africa as examples, to consider the process of
reconciliation. The handbook tackles the problem of defining...
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