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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Oration Delivered by George F. Hoar, of
Massachusetts, April 7, 1888: At the Celebration of the Centennial of the Founding of the Northwest at Marietta,
Ohio There are doubtless many persons in this audience who have gathered here as to their Father s house.
They salute their Mother on her birthday with the prayer and the confident hope that the life which now
completes its first century may be immortal as liberty. If we were here only to do honor to Marietta - to
celebrate the planting of this famous town, coeval with the Republic, seated by the beautiful river, her annals
crowded with memories of illustrious soldiers and statesmen - this assemblage would be well justified and
accounted for. But there is far more than this in the occasion. The states which compose what was once the
Northwest Territory may properly look upon this as their birthday rather than that on which they were
admitted into the Union. The company who came to Marietta with Rufus Putnam April 7, 1788, came to found,
not one state, but five, whose institutions they demanded should be settled before they started by an irrevocable
compact. These five children, born of a great parentage and in a great time, are, as we count the life of nations,
still in earliest youth. Yet they already contain within themselves all the resources of a great empire. Here is the
stimulant climate of the temperate zone, where brain and body are at their best. Here will be a population of
more than fifteen millions at the next census. Here is an area about equal to that of the Austrian Empire, and...
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